










2K 3K 5K 3K 2K
364K 1,269K 58K

386K

625K

55K 23K
1,485K 1,485K 1,411K 1,485K 1,400K

1,849K

2,798K

1,751K
1,849K

2,301K

1,657K 1,565K

0K

500K

1,000K

1,500K

2,000K

2,500K

3,000K

Dec-24 Jan-25 Feb-25 Mar-25 Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25

Actual Performance 
Interest Earned Fiscal Years 2023 - 2025

Interest Income
FY 11-30-25

To Taxing Bodies
FY 11-30-25

Actual Performance
FY 11-30-25

Actual Performance
FY 11-30-24

Actual Performance
FY 11-30-23

Promised
FY 11-30-23

Projected
FY 11-30-23

"Promised" 2023  $3.788M

"Projected" 2023  $1.788M

"Performance" 2025  $21.037M

"Performance" 2024  $21.624M

"Performance" 2023  $16.929M















































HOW (I THINK) THE FY 11-30-26 KANE COUNTY BUDGET WAS BALANCED 

1. Tax Increases 

• Maximum Property Tax (Second Year in Row) $2M 

• 60% County Gas Tax…Now 3rd Highest out of 102 IL Counties $6.5M 

(Took Only 9 Board Members--with absences--to extract multi-millions!) 

• Maximum Grocery Tax on Family Food $.4 - 1.4M 

 

2. Road and Capital Funds Raided 

• Regional Transportation Authority Sales Taxes Diverted Away From “Transportation” 

• Building Capital Spending Reduced from $6M (original) to $2M. 

• Less money for matching grants 

 

3. Nomenclature / Propaganda / Agitatsiya / Maskirovka (Media Bias/Obfuscation) 

• Kane County Connects: 60% Gas Tax Increase called “...a county gas tax adjustment”. 

• Chicago Tribune-Aurora Beacon: Significant ($7M) REDUCTION called “Kane County 

shifting roadwork plans” (headline) 

• So-Called “Balanced Budget” when $2-6M in Reserves Will Be Used. 

• “We’re all in this together” (Puh – leaze!) 

 

 

 

4. “Bait and Switch” Presentation to Public (with Multimillion Changes) 

• Promised Reconsideration of Maximum Property Tax Increase (Not done) 

• Promised Reconsideration of 20% Raise for Board Members (Not done) 

 

5. Self-Delusional “Passive-Aggressive” Smoke and Mirrors 

• Ink-on-Paper Spending Plan; Few Actual Reductions in major agencies.  

• Watch out for August-September 2026 Supplemental “Emergency” Requests 

 

6. The Most Stubborn “Form-over-Substance” Squandering of Interest Income 

• What do Kane County Taxpayers have to show for $60,000,000 (??) 

 

7. Illinois’ Undisciplined Political Leadership ‘‘poking” federal government, 

reducing likelihood and amount of federal funding…which eventually 

shortchanges Kane County grants. 

 

8. Waste/Abuse of Taxpayer Sacrifice on “Pet” Projects, e.g., so-called stragetic 

plan, internship program, County “climate plan”, political grandstanding 

proclamations, quarter-of-a-million supplemental accounting contract, etc. 
 

Jean-Baptiste Colbert, 

finance minister for 

King Louis XIV of 

France: “Taxation is 

the art of plucking the 

goose to obtain the 

most feathers with the 

least squawking.” 

George Orwell (December 1948): “The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was their final, most essential command. 

(His heart sank as he thought of the enormous power arrayed against him, the ease with which any Party intellectual would overthrow him in 

debate)…The solid world exists, its laws do not change. Stones are hard, water is wet, objects unsupported fall towards the earth’s center.” 

Chris Lauzen, Treasurer 

December 2025 



“…BUT IT’S ONLY 4%...” 
(“The proper consideration of a thing is seen in its relationship to the 

whole, of which it is a part.”) 
- Aristotle, “Metaphysics and Politics” 

The taxes a Kane County small business owner, who is single, pays 

on their next dollar of net income over $64,225, from that business: 

  Federal Income Tax         22% 

  Self-Employment Tax         15.3% 

  State Income Tax (4.95%)        5.0% 

  State Unemployment (3.65% on first $13,916)    0.0%  

  Federal Unemployment (6.00% on first $7,000)    0.0%  

         Subtotal    42.3% 

  Sales Tax (A.I.: 2.0% - 4.8% average)      3.4% 
  Gas Taxes (Fed. $.184, State Avg. $.483, Kane $.08, Sales 

                   Tax Avg. $.285 = $1.03 approx. total per gallon)     ? ($1.03 per gallon) 

  Tolls and Sales Tax Increased to Pay for Mass Transit     ? (No fare hike on users) 

  Property Taxes (Median priced home in IL $4,584 - $5,472)    ? 

  Grocery Tax (A.I.: 11.2% of disposable--half in home, half out, x 1%)    ? 

  Telephone & Other Utility Taxes          ?        

         Approximate Total  46-50% 

      

Small Business 

Employers are not 

eligible for 

unemployment 

compensation 

A.I.: Highest 

average effective 

property tax rate 

in nation. Kane 

County = $7200 










